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The Africans have a saying:  “ It  takes a
vi l lage to raise a child.”  Never was

this truer than in the l i fe of  Susan B.
Anthony.  Her stamina and outreach to
others may have been hers alone,  but
many other facets of  her personality

mirrored her family .  And since the
Anthonys had a wide circle of  fr iends,

she also drew from that larger
community.  In this l ist ,  however,  we
will  focus on what she learned from

her family alone.



Susan’s parents Lucy and Daniel
surrounded themselves with
reform-minded people.  They
regularly hosted Sunday dinners
that attracted abolit ionist
neighbors.  Sometimes notables l ike
publishers Wil l iam Lloyd Garrison
and Horace Greeley dropped in.  

These people later invited Susan to
speak on their  platforms and
helped her plan out reform
campaigns.  From her best fr iend
Elizabeth Cady Stanton,  Susan
learned to overcome her fear of
public speaking.

Having the right
friends makes all
the difference
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Susan’s father paid his taxes under
protest ,  saying that he did not l ike to
support a government that waged war.
Her sister Mary did the same when she
became the homeowner in her adult
years .  

By making peaceful  protests against
war,  these two gave Susan examples of
how to remain a loyal  cit izen even
when she disagreed with certain laws.
She worked for al l  kinds of  reforms
including the abolit ion of  slavery,  laws
regulating alcoholic beverages,
married women’s property r ights,  and
woman suffrage.

Citizenship requires
responsibilities we
don’t like, but we have
to do them anyway
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Support from
others is helpful,
but ultimately
we’re responsible
for our own
actions
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Fourteen women,
including Susan’s three
sisters ,  voted with her ,  but
she alone was brought to
trial  for i l legal  voting and
had to bear the emotional
cost .  



Marriage can prompt
women to lose their
identity and squelch
their gifts 
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Susan lamented how her mother
Lucy,  who loved dancing and
singing,  gave them up out of
respect for her husband’s Quaker
faith.



Lucy Anthony did a huge amount of
manual labor,  sometimes for more than a
dozen people in the household.  At the
height of  Daniel  Anthony’s  mil l  business,
eleven mill  gir ls  boarded with the
Anthonys;  Lucy supplied each of them
with daily lunch pails .  Besides her own
six children,  Lucy also cared for her
elderly parents for many years .  

As a gir l ,  Susan helped her mother with
the lunch pails  and other work.  Later ,
when asked why she didn’t  marry,  she
said that she didn’t  want to be either a
drudge or a doll .

If women have the
cares of a household,
it’s tough for them to
make a mark on the
world 
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Originally the Anthonys were pacif ist
because of  their  Quaker rel igion,  but
later they thought violence might be
necessary to win the war against slavery.
They regarded the warl ike John Brown as
a hero after his  attempt to steal  guns
resulted in several  deaths,  including his
own. And in the years when slavery was
legal ,  the Anthonys broke the law by
helping at least one fugitive slave to
freedom, along with their  Quaker fr iends
on the Underground Railroad.   
     
Susan broke the law by rescuing an
abused woman. In a separate incident
thirteen years later ,  she was brought to
trial  for the “crime of voting as a woman.”

Some things just
can’t be tolerated;
they must be resisted
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Those we help
don’t always
return the favor
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Frederick Douglass and family were
neighbors and often attended
Sunday dinner with the Anthonys
and their  fr iends.  After John Brown’s
capture,  Douglass was afraid he too
would be arrested for supporting
Brown, so he left  the country.  During
that t ime,  Susan and her brother D.R.
lent f inancial  support to Douglass’s
family .
 
Later ,  Douglass and Susan had a
serious disagreement about the way
to win r ights for women; they went
their  separate ways.  After many
years ,  however,  they reconciled.



Fighting with words
can be just as
powerful as using
physical violence
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The Anthonys’  close associate Wil l iam
Lloyd Garrison landed many verbal
blows against slavery with his
abolit ionist newspaper,  The Liberator .
Later,  Susan’s brother D.R.  did the
same with his antislavery newspapers
in Kansas.  

By helping D.R. ,  Susan learned the
skil ls  she needed to launch her own
newspaper with El izabeth Cady
Stanton. It  was cal led The Revolution ,
i ts  motto “Men their  r ights and
nothing more.  Women their  r ights and
nothing less.”



All  but one of  Susan’s sibl ings died
before she did.  In addition,  she lost
many of  her beloved nephews and
nieces to disease.  Most notably,  she
mourned the death of  her namesake,
Susie Anthony.  Hoping that Susie
would follow her into reform work,
Susan was devastated when the girl
drowned in an icy pond. 

Throughout their  l ives,  Susan and her
remaining sister Mary devoted
themselves to improving society,
wringing every ounce of  s ignif icance
from each of their  days.  

Family is important,
and life is precious9



Besides the abolit ionist  publishers and
speakers at her gir lhood family
dinners,  Susan also observed her
brothers D.R.  and Merritt  engaging in
warfare against slavery in Missouri .
Many historians have said that these
antebellum raids struck the match that
eventually blazed into the full-scale
Civi l  War.  

Later ,  Susan and her suffrage fr iends
eventually got the Constitution
changed to recognize women’s r ight to
vote.  That victory took so long that she
didn’t  l ive to see it ,  but she won her
battle.

Banding together
with others can
accomplish great
things
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Regular worship
helps to provide
perspective
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Susan,  along with al l  the Anthony
children,  attended regular worship in
her father’s  Quaker faith.  That
congregation provided them with
regular opportunities to quiet
themselves and regard others as
bearers of  Inner Light.  Later ,  many of
the Anthonys in Rochester found
inspiration in the preaching and
singing of  the Unitarian church.  

During a l i fe fraught with hard work,
loss of  loved ones,  and much fai lure,
Susan spoke in her diary about the
comfort and encouragement she
found in worship.



Failure is hard, but
we can reinvent
ourselves afterwards
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Each time Susan’s father experienced
severe f inancial  setbacks,  he started over
in a different career .  His great success as
a mil l  owner ended when the national
banking system crashed in the late
1830s.  He also fai led at farming.  Finally ,
he succeeded at sell ing insurance.  

Susan lost countless campaigns to end
slavery and gain women's r ights.  But
after each disappointment,  she
regrouped and tried different
approaches.  As she said in her parting
speech,  “Failure is  impossible.”



Still curious about 
the Anthony family?

You’l l  f ind more detai ls  on my website:  
www.SusanBAnthonyFamily.com

 
For more leisurely and descriptive

accounts,  see my books on Amazon:
Susan B.  Anthony and Justice For All

The Truth About Daniel
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